Fibre First

Tararua Fibre To The Farm - A New Zealand “First”

Broadband history was made in Mangamaire, Tararua this week with the setting up of New Zealand’s first “fibre to the farm” connection.

Creating the ability to ‘drag’ the fibre across a farm and establish digital conversations worldwide in milliseconds is a technology triumph for the small rural community of Mangamaire north of Eketahuna – and the Tararua District. 

It has been achieved through a joint project between Palmerston North based service provider Inspire Net Ltd, its sister company Digital Nation, FX Networks and Tararua District Council.

The catalyst is James Watts of Digital Nation whose inclusive approach has been prepared to make it happen.  He is also providing a wireless service to enable farmers to quickly connect and then have the option to migrate to fibre over time.

The service provides huge economic potential for the dairying district for farmers to run their businesses efficiently with the latest technology, the council’s corporate services manager and the council’s driving force behind the project Peter Wimsett said.   “The new era in store for Mangamaire is a fibre to farm model that we hope can be replicated across NZ.”

“Farming in the future will need dependable broadband services and we cannot afford to ignore rural needs,’ Mr Wimsett said.  

This is a pilot to see if we can make it work.  If successful, it will give hope to many farmers and create pressure on other telcos who have fibre in the ground and have largely ignored a group of customers who have been seen as “too hard”.

A community meeting has given a nearly unanimous uptake of either fibre or wireless to grasp the opportunity and enter into a partnership with the fibre optic providers.

The project has seen Mangamaire Country School become the hub for the community and one of the first schools in New Zealand to have access to such state of the art technology.

The school was linked into the Kiwi Advanced Research And Education Network (KAREN)  - a high speed network connecting schools, polytechnics and universities worldwide.  The millisecond network no longer requires the internet as it is its own network.

As the first fibre to farm connection was being made down the road a function to officially launch the project was held at the school.

Here 46 pupils had their first lesson in high definition video conferencing via a live presentation from chief executive Research and Education Advance Network NZ Donald Clark, Wellington, before dropping in on Parliament, NASA and the National Library files to view a photo series of early Eketahuna.

Zooming through space and time, the demonstration of Google Earth on ancient Rome and panning to that latest Google street view of Mangamaire school had the crowd gasping at the 100 megabit per second dedicated two-way feed.  Pictures that would normally take minutes to load appeared fluidly.

Later came a speech of congratulation from the president of Internet New Zealand Peter Macaulay speaking from Wellington. 

“Mangamaire has just become a phenomenal example of the power of telecommunications.  You are now at the “leading edge of the global revolution,” Mr Macaulay told the gathering.

Mayor Maureen Reynolds, councillors, staff and media joined managing director of Inspire Net Ltd James Watt, and chief executive of TUANZ Ernie Newman for the launch.

Mr Newman who had travelled from Auckland for the function said this was a day in New Zealand telecommunication history.

“You have joined the global revolution and now have knowledge at your fingertips,” he told the pupils.

Mayor Maureen Reynolds said the day was a milestone for the district – economically and for future generations.

Tararua District Council was proud to be associated with such ground-breaking technology, she said.

