Cock and pullet

 Cruisy Coastal Couple Enjoy ‘Southern’ Lifestyle 

By Hilary Pedersen

If Herbertville is any example it’s pretty laid back down at Hawke’s Bay’s southern end.

There’s a cluster of neatly kept houses, a fire brigade, the pub, the camping ground, the local hall, the golf course – and the Cock and Pullet Café. 

Really?  Well yes the sign says so, although owners John and Tina Everitt are coy about its origins.

“Unprintable and who wants a boring name like the Herbertville Café?” is all John would volunteer.

No pullets were visible the day I visited but they could have been hiding from Rastus the rooster.  This exceedingly handsome fellow lent an authentic touch to the premises backed up by various ornaments and chook themes on the coffee mugs.

For a reason to visit Herbertville combine a quirky name and a couple with a quirky sense of humour, add in a scenic drive, some excellent home cooking in an informal environment and a spectacular coastal landscape – one of my favourites.

To the left lie the dramatic contours of Cape Turnagain, an uninterrupted seascape sweeps to Chile beyond the horizon, and Akitio is just around the corner.  It’s remote, windswept, steeped in history and typical of this part of the world.

So what lured John and Tina from Wanganui and a service life before that to Herbertville?

Their former rabbiter’s cottage “bought on a whim” in the late nineties  - and the view. Thumbing their noses at retirement they moved permanently in 2003 deciding to indulge Tina’s long time passion for cooking and an ambition to open a part time café by the sea.

The Cock and Pullet is open at weekends and public holidays including Christmas from Labour Weekend to Easter with teas and light lunches served from 10am – 4pm. With seating – al fresco or otherwise  - limited to 20 and given the distance it’s probably wise to book.  No alcoholic beverages or eftpos facilities mean bring wine and a cheque book.

Arrive at midday and a typical menu might include panini, home made pies and pizza, curry, lasagne, a selection of salads and – if you’re lucky - seafood chowder.  Dessert cakes are guaranteed to pile on the calories – Tina recommends gin and lemon syrup but apparently her fruit shortcakes are pretty good too.  Biscuits, scones and muffins  - lemon, poppy seed and cream cheese is a delectable combination - are guaranteed for in betweens. Small groups are also catered for at any time by arrangement.  

I mentioned a laid back lifestyle so what else happens in Herbertville besides running a part time café?  Try fishing and golf for starters. The nine- hole Cape Turnagain golf course is just across the paddock and well worth a round. “ The neighbours are good” and they’ve recently got broadband.  

John and Tina also “play a bit” and not just socially.  Both are professional musicians who have collectively represented New Zealand seven times overseas – including at the Edinburgh Tattoo. John with a background in the army and then the RNZAF is a percussionist and a conductor whose achievements have also included being drum major for the National Band of New Zealand at the 1990 Commonwealth Games.  

Both have played cornet in the world famous Wanganui City Band and Tina is an accomplished and nationally recognised flugel horn player. Nor does it stop there. In 1987 as RNZAF Sergeant Everitt Tina was awarded the British Empire Medal for secretarial work and her outstanding contribution to the band.

But that she says was in another life and right now she’s got muffins to make.

